Hello Fourth Grade Families!

Happy new school year! It’s hard to believe summer is over and a new school year is here already.  I hope you had a fun, relaxing summer with family and friends.  I had a very busy and adventurous summer. To sum it up shortly I began my summer taking classes at Western; I am currently working on my principal certificate. This year I will complete my internship with Dr. Baldwin, which means I will frequently be out of the classroom attending to intern/principal duties. Thankfully, I have a wonderful part time team teacher to work with me and maintain consistency for the kiddos this year. Her name is Jacque Rafferty and she completed her student teaching at Blaine Elementary last spring. She will be in our classroom the first few weeks as we get to know each other. If you have any other questions about this, feel free to contact me. When my summer classes finished, I quickly left on a road trip to California with my roommate Sarah…boy was that fun! We traveled along the coast for most of Oregon and California. We spent a week visiting the Redwood forest, San Francisco, Crater Lake, camping and so much more; what an adventure! In July I spent some quality time with my wonderful family camping in central Washington enjoying the east side temperatures of close to 100. While there, we did some kayaking, hiking, and lots of s’mores cooking. I also had the privilege of attending two weddings that took me to new states, one in Texas, and one in Minnesota; I am an adventurer and traveler to say the least. It was all very amazing and I loved every minute but I am SO glad so be back at school with the kiddos and getting into some good routines.

I feel that the key to successful students is good communication between the teacher and parents. My classroom door is always open to discuss and concerns you may have about your child. I welcome you to my classroom to volunteer or just see where your kiddo lives during the day.  

As the new school year begins, I have a simple request for you. Children learn both at school and at home. Parents and teachers are the responsibility. Since teachers are in contact with students only during school hours, I would love to know a little bit more about your child as a learner as well as an everyday kid. 


I am interested in how you see your child at home. Your perspective of them as a student will help me to understand your child better in addition to helping my plan my instruction. Over the next few weeks, you will be receiving a few different surveys and information sheets that I ask you to fill out at your convenience. Please feel free to add more comments if there are other things you would like me to know about your child.


In the technology age that we live in, I have to admit that the easiest way to get a hold of me is via email. I check my email several times throughout the day and am usually able to respond at that moment or later in the evening if I happen to get a not from you after the school day is over. I do check my voicemail as often as I remember to but it can be a day or two before I can get back to you. With that being said I would appreciate knowing your email so I can get a hold of you if I need to let you know about something wonderful your child has done or something they need additional help with at home. My email address is mmckeown@blainesd.org. Please contact me this way as often as you like. Thanks for your support!

I am so excited about the great start we have had.  The students and I are getting into the swing of things and I can already tell that this will be such a productive and fun year together.  I am excited for Open House when I share more with all of you, but until then there are some things I would like you to know about now.

Snacks:  Many kids don’t feel hungry for a good breakfast early in the morning, but they are often hungry before lunch and again later in the afternoon. In fourth grade, kids can be responsible enough to get a snack when they are hungry while continuing to work. We will have a couple designated break times, so I invite you to send in a healthy snack to have during this time. You are also welcome to send in a healthy snack for the whole class to share. 

Homework:  We will begin using “homework packets” the first five-day week of school, but until then it is important to set your child up for success.  Each night your child should be reading at least twenty minutes and completing the assignments that are sent home.  The sooner you help your child establish a routine, the easier fourth grade will be (especially at homework time().  It is a great idea to have a set homework spot and time where your child can work without many distractions.  To help make the homework more meaningful, it is great if you can ask your child to tell you about what he/she is reading and to talk to you about the additional homework.  You can always check their work, but remember this year is about building their independence, so as you check their work, you may just want to make comments like, “I see three that are incorrect, can you find and fix them?” or “I put a check next to the line with the mistake and if you can’t find it, then I’ll help you.” Each week they are asked to score them selves on a scoring rubric and to think about the quality of work they have done. You may want help them with this for a while until they get the hang of it.
Volunteering Opportunities!( 

I would like to share fourth grade with you!  I welcome you to come to our class anytime, as either a regularly scheduled volunteer or as a spontaneous “pop-in” volunteer. Volunteers are critical to the success of our classroom through various jobs from reading with kids and facilitating book clubs to copying to helping with math. I understand that many of our families are working and unable to volunteer during the day, but if you would like to help at home, there are many jobs that will allow you to help from home.  I will have a sign up at open house, but if you know you’d like to help, just fill out the attached sheet and send it in with your child and we can get started. I really appreciate you all the help you can offer!! 

Schedule:  I am sure you often wonder what your kiddos are doing while they are at school so I thought you might like to know more about our class schedule. I am a strong believer in routines, structures and predictability as key elements for a successful classroom. As such, each day will be very similar. Each morning when the children arrive at our classroom, they will unpack, choose a lunch and come to our morning meeting.  Morning meeting is a time when we greet each other and talk about our day. We will then engage in Reader’s Workshop, Math Workshop and Writer’s Workshop. Science and Social Studies will switch back and forth as we move through each unit. I am sure you noticed the word “workshop” for reading, writing and math. I use a workshop style for each of these subjects so that I can teach your child at his or her level.  Each workshop starts with a whole group crafting session or a mini-lesson that teaches the skill I want the students to learn.  This is followed by some independent work time, as well as time for me to work with small groups on the areas students need additional prompting or assistance.  Finally, at the end of each workshop, we will come together and reflect or talk about what we may have found challenging, learned or want to learn.

Communication: Communication is critical to student success. I communicate in a variety of ways and I would like to communicate with you as often as I can in the way that suits you best. At the bottom of this page is an info slip that you can fill out and return to let me know your communication style! Student write in planners every Monday and sometimes on other days. Due to the use of a homework packet, students do not write in planners every day. Each week we will write a message in our planners with info about homework, upcoming events and anything else our families need to remember. The planner can also be used to communicate questions, concerns or other information your child would benefit from me being aware of. If you write me a note in your child’s planner, he or she is responsible for giving it to me before school begins in the morning. If you have any concerns, comment or questions about this, please let me know or feel free to contact me! 

Grading:  Students are graded using the 1-4 scale below. I use color-coding dots for a visual cue. Grades should represent what students know and are able to do. Students will have a multiple opportunities to demonstrate understanding and mastery of skills throughout each unit.

4: Well above the grade level expectations (green dot with a 4 on it)



3: Meeting grade level expectations (plain green dot)



2: Below grade level expectations (yellow dot)



1: Well below grade level expectations (red dot)

Work Ethic Rubric: In order to encourage students to take responsibility for their actions and work habits, students will have regular opportunities to reflect on their work ethic using the “work ethic rubric.” I will often ask them to tell me what level they were working at, how they know, and one thing they will do even better next time. Levels 3 and 4 are considered meeting 4th grade expectations. 

Work Ethic Rubric

	Level 4
	Productive

Respectful

Collaborative

Cooperative

Craftsmanship

	Level 3
	Productive

Respectful

	Level 2
	Works when reminded to work

	Level 1
	Not working

	Level 0
	Interfering with the work of others


As you can tell from this letter, I can go on and on(, but I think that is all for now.  Thank you for your time and I am excited to share this year with you!  As always, if you have any questions or just want to talk, feel free to call me at school (332-5213) or email me (mmckeown@blaine.k12.wa.us). Please fill out the bottom of this page and return so I can have your contact information on file. Have a great long weekend! I am excited about this school year and look forwards to working with you and your child! 

Take care,









Ms. McKeown
Please cut off and return the following section:

______________________________________________________________________
Your Name: ____________________________________

Your Child’s Name: ______________________________

Best way to contact me: (circle one)     Phone 
Email      Planner 

Home: __________________ Cell: ___________________ Work: _________________

Best time to call: _________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________

Help Needed! Help Needed!


Our year is off to a fabulous start.   We have an amazing class full of smart, enthusiastic learners.  We feel so lucky.  We are both looking forward to making this year a positive learning experience for you and your child. We hope that you can help.  Below is a sign up sheet for a variety of jobs that need to be done throughout the week. Volunteers make such a difference in our week.  We can do so much more with your help. It’s also a great way to stay connected with what your child is doing. Grandparents, aunts, uncles, big brothers/sisters and neighbors are also encouraged to participate. It has worked well in the past for volunteers to come in on a specific day each week so I can plan for how you can help. Sometimes it will be with copying, cutting and other busy projects and sometimes it may be more academic based such as reading with students, leading a book club, giving an assessment, practicing math facts, etc. If volunteering appeals to you, please take a minute to fill out the form attached and send it to school with your child. Thanks!!








Sincerely,








Ms. McKeown

_________________________________________________________________

________ YES, I would like to volunteer in the classroom



___________ I prefer to do copying and other projects



___________ I prefer to help academically



___________ I can volunteer in any way

_________ YES, I would like to volunteer at home

Job(s) I have done before or would like to do:

Child’s Name _________________________________________________________

Parent’s Name________________________________________________________

Day(s) or Time(s) I am available to help: ______________________________

