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Dear Families, 


I hope you are all enjoying this beautiful and stormy autumn weather! I can hardly believe we are already in October. We have been working hard in Math, Reading, Writing, Science and the days seem to just fly by. We have an amazing class full of smart, enthusiastic learners. I feel very fortunate to be working with your kids!

These are just a few of the things we’ve learned in 4th grade so far:


As a parent, you know your kids best and you make a significant impact on their success. Thanks for working hard to support your child’s learning at home. Here are a few ways you can continue to help:
Reading:

· Have your child read aloud to you a few days a week. Reading aloud can increase their reading fluency drastically, which in turn will boost their reading comprehension.

· Ask your child questions about his/her book. The questions on the reading log are general and will support the skills and strategies we are working on in class.

Mathematics:

· Have your child count change from your coin purse/jar. Discuss methods for counting change. 

· Practice multiplication facts. Use index cards to make flashcards or use playing cards to make a game!
Writing:

· Practice the high frequency spelling words.

· Write letters to family members. Do a rough draft and then edit it. Check it over for spelling and punctuation. Then do a final copy to send.
Mountain School
· Please send in any money you can this month towards your child’s trip cost.

· We will be fundraising at the homecoming game and possibly a few others. Our plan is to sell some Blaine merchandise to help defer the cost of the trip for those that need help. Please let me know if you can help with this cause! (
· Watch for more information and permission forms to come home relating to the trip.
As always, please feel free to call or stop in at anytime. You can reach me by email at mmckeown@blainesd.org or at 332-5213. Thanks for all you do!! 



     Ms. McKeown
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Using arrays for multiplication


Seeing relationships between factors and multiples


Coming up with ideas for writing in our writer’s notebooks


Perfect paragraph structure (topic sentence, detail sentences, ending sentence)


How readers choose books that are “just right” for them


How readers pay attention to thinking and talk about it


Paying attention to new vocabulary in the books we read








